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Virginia Mason Medical Center (Seattle) 

Center for Hyperbaric Medicine



Diving Fatalities Per Year

Pollock NW. DAN Annual Report 2010

89±12 annually, 1989-2008





2015 Annual Scientific Meeting



Precourses
June 17th, 2015

 Patent Foramen Ovale & Fitness to Dive Consensus Workshop

 Course Directors: Petar Denoble, Alfred Bove, Richard Moon

 Recorded, Proceedings (DAN/UHMS) and UHM Article

 Hyperbaric Oxygen Safety: Clinical and Technical Issues 

 Course Director: Jim Bell

 Recorded

 How to Prepare for Accreditation

 Course Director: Tom Workman



Keynote Presentations

UHM Legacy Lecture Series

“Founding President of  UMS” “Father of  Hyperbaric Medicine”

Diving Medicine Related Topic Hyperbaric Medicine Related Topic

Christian J. Lambertsen, MD Eric P. Kindwall, MD



The Lambertsen Lecture

Alfred A. Bove, MD, PhD

“Lung Injury with Diving: Beyond Boyle’s Law”

Thursday, June 18th, 1:15pm to 2:15pm 



The Kindwall Lecture

Paul J. Sheffield, PhD, CAsP, CHT

“Hyperbaric Safety: A Half-Century Commitment”

Friday, June 19th, 11:30am to 12:30pm 



ASM Plenary Sessions

 Thursday

 Neal Pollock: “Managing Decompression Stress: Beyond the Algorithm” 

 William Li: “Angiogenesis and Hyperbaric Medicine”

 Friday

 John Feldmeier: “Hyperbaric Oxygen and The Cancer Patient: Are You 

Concerned?”

 Optional Noon Plenary: Fife/Gelly/Gesell: “Hyperbaric Medicine in a Value 

Based Payment System: What Will it Take to Survive and Thrive”

 UHM Fellows: Gerald Godfrey, Charlotte Sadler: “New Pearls of Wisdom in the 

Diving and Hyperbaric Medicine Literature”

 Saturday

 Folke Lind (moderator), Nicklas Oscarsson, Ian Millar: “International 

Perspectives: Update on Clinical Research Projects in Hyperbaric Oxygen 

Therapy” 

 Neil Hampson: “My Secrets for Effective Practice-Based Clinical Research”

 Brett Hart: “Troubles with Bubbles: Lessons in Altitude Decompression 

Sickness”



Scientific Sessions

 Thursday

 Session A: Diving/Decompression Illness: Theory & Mechanisms

 Session B: HBO2 Therapy Mechanisms

 Associates Break Out Session

 Friday

 Session C: Clinical HBO2 Therapy

 Session D: Diving and Decompression Illness

 Saturday

 Session E: HBO2 Therapy, Chambers, and Equipment

 Session F: Clinical and Diving Related HBO2 Therapy 

 42 Oral Presentations (10 + 2 minutes): 113 Posters



Meetings and Social Events
 Thursday

 5:45pm to 6:45pm: Meet the Exhibitors (wine and cheese reception)

 Friday

 5:00pm to 6:00pm: UHMS Annual Business Meeting 

 Saturday

 7:00pm to 7:30pm: Awards Banquet Reception

 7:30pm to 10:00pm: Awards Banquet

 10:00pm to 1:00am: After Party with DJ



UHMS Overview





Undersea and Hyperbaric Medical Society

 Founded in 1967 as UMS by 6 Navy diving officers

 Initially UHM was reluctant to include those in 

clinical hyperbaric medicine

 In 1986 the name was changed to UHMS

 The major scientific and professional society of 

diving and hyperbaric medicine in the world

 Over 2,200 members from 50 countries

 Not for profit 501(c)3



The UHMS Mission

 Provide Forum

 Scientific Communication

 Applied Research

 Patient Treatment

 Promote Exchange

 Life Sciences  Others

 Undersea Medicine

 Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy

COLLEGIALITY

NETWORKING



The UHMS Mission

 Improve Knowledge

 Educational Activities

 Symposia / Workshops

 Regional Chapter Meetings

 Provide Information

 Basic Sciences / Research

 Clinical HBO2 Practice

 Legislative, Legal, Regulatory

SCIENCE



“Team UHMS”

 UHMS Members

 Executive Director and Staff

 Board of Directors

 Committees

 Chapters

 Affiliates





Changes in UHMS

 New Leadership

 New Office

 New Website

 Online Educational Offerings

 MEDFAQs (old “Ask the Expert”)

 Updated Publications

 UHM Journal and Pressure

 Improved Communication

 Standard Committee/Chapter Reports

 SBAR (Situation, Background, Assessment, Recommendation)



Changes in UHMS

 Adding Value for Members

 Would Someone Pay for This?

 Eliminating Waste

 Building Relationship

 Breaking Down Previous Barriers

 Surveying Members & Non-members

 Stakeholder Involvement & Feedback





Peter Bennett, PhD, DSc John Peters, MBA, CHT

Executive Director



Undersea and Hyperbaric Medical Society

Executive Office Staff



UHMS Offices

San Antonio, TX

North Palm Beach, FL



2014-2015 UHMS Board of Directors

Kip Posey 

John Feldmeier

Nick Bird

James Holm

President Vice PresidentPresident Elect

Enrico Camporesi

Treasurer

Valerie Short

Assoc. Nurse Rep Assoc. Tech RepMAL 2016 MAL 2017MAL 2015

Exec. Director

(non-voting)

John Peters

Enoch Huang

Tracy LeGros Jake Freiberger

Immediate Past 

President Past President

Brett HartFolke Lind





2015-2016 Changes on the Board of Directors

Kip Posey 

Enrico Camporesi

Treasurer

Assoc. Tech RepMAL 2018MAL 2015

Tracy LeGros Tracy LeGros Matt Schweyer

Assoc. Tech Rep

Treasurer

Laurie Gesell



UHMS Committees

 ASM Program Committee

 Awards Committee

 Audit/Finance Committee

 Accreditation Council

 Associates Council

 Clinical Practice 

Guidelines Oversight 

Committee

 Decompression Illness 

Adjunctive Therapy 

Committee

 Diving Committee

 Education Committee

 FUHM Committee

 GME Committee

 Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy 

Committee

 Library Liaison Committee

 Material Testing Advisory 

Committee (Ad Hoc)

 Membership Committee

 Nominations Committee

 Publications Committee

 Quality, Utilization, 

Authorization, and 

Reimbursement Committee 

(QUARC)

 Research Committee

 Safety Committee





“Having no problems is the biggest 

problem of all”

Taiichi Ohno

“You’re either part of  the solution or 

you are part of  the problem”

Eldridge Cleaver



UHMS U.S. Chapters

 UHMS President Elect (Enoch Huang) is the 

Representative on the Board for U.S. Chapters

 Now more standardized reporting and support

 “Chapter Handbook” soon to be released



International Affiliations

 UHMS Vice President (Folke Lind) is the Board 

Representative for International Affiliations



Proposed “Affiliate” Status

 Revised Definition of Affiliate Status

 New MOU

 Benefits to Affiliates

 Discounted UHMS Dues

 Full Membership Status

 Combined Educational Activities

 Planning a GoToMeeting with Leadership



UHMS Facility Accreditation Program 
Hyperbaric Medicine Facilities in the U.S.
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UHMS Accredited Hyperbaric Facilities

214 Accredited Facilities, 40 “with distinction” (6/12/15)



 In March 2015, the accreditation program became ISO 9001-

2008 certified

 International interest in UHMS accreditation continues 

 Still working with Det Norske Veritas - Germanischer Lloyd 

(DNV-GL) to arrange for similar recognition to JC 

Complementary Accrediting Body 

 Updating the software and probes

 Dr. Hart is taking over for Dr. Dear as AC Chair

UHMS Accreditation Program 

(QARA & AC)



MTAC Project

 Material Testing Advisory Committee

 Chairman: Richard Barry, CHT

 Program to establish equipment and protocols to test 

product safety in a hyperbaric oxygen environment

 Contracted with Wendell Hull and Associates



Publications

 Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy 

Committee

 New “Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy 

Indications” (13th Edition)

 Chair and Editor: Dr. Lin Weaver

 Available in paper and eBook formats

 Next Version’s Editor: Dr. Richard 

Moon



Publications

 Pressure

 Undersea and Hyperbaric Medicine Journal



Publications

 Clinical Practice Guidelines (CPGs)

 Comprehensive Textbook of Undersea and 

Hyperbaric Medicine

 Editors: Tracy LeGros and Laurie Gesell

 Over 50 Chapters and 30 Authors

 Hyperbaric “Journal Watch”



Fellowship Support

In the United States, Fellowship Training and UHM Board 

Certification in Undersea and Hyperbaric Medicine 

Remains the “Gold Standard” 



Fellowship Support



FUHM Recognition

 Fellow of Undersea and Hyperbaric Medicine

 Highest Level Award in UHM

 For Clinicians and Scientists

 Awarded at the ASM each year

 Deadline for application: January 1 each year



Physician Education

 UHMS/Stellenbosch University Program

 Online programs with proctoring and exams

 Certificate of Added Qualification (CAQ)

 Now Oversight by the GME Committee



New UHMS Website



MEDFAQs Program



Online Continuing Education Portal











Upcoming ASMs 2016 & 2017





Get Involved!

UHMS







Thank You!

James R. Holm, MD

james.holm@vmmc.org

hbodoctor@yahoo.com

mailto:james.holm@vmmc.org
mailto:hbodoctor@yahoo.com



